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PHOTO 52 (1):  Photographers and Their Images 
CRN 71101 (transfers CSU) 
Instructor: Erika Gentry 

 
Email: egentry@ccsf.edu (best) Phone:  415-452-4823  
Office hours: V161 Wednesdays 12:00-2:00  
Department Website: http://www.ccsf.edu/photography 
*Join the facebook group and/or CCSF Photo email announcement list 
*Click on the left PH52 for a list of past and current speakers 
 
Instructor webpage: http://www.erikagentry.com* 
PH51 link (left side under Course Portals) 
*Join the facebook group and/or Erika’s email announcement list 
 
Lecture: Six Mondays, 6:30 – 9:30 P.M: 3/9 3/16, 3/23, 4/6, 4/13, and 4/20 
Location: CCSF, Ocean Campus, 50 Phelan Ave,  San Francisco, CA  
Visual Arts Lecture Hall 115 
Meeting times*: *You may make up ONE missed lecture or get extra credit by attending 
an offsite lecture through photoalliance.org or CCA or as proposed by you. 
MAPS and Directions 
 
Catalog Description 
Professional photographers present and discuss their work in technical and aesthetic 
terms, a unique opportunity for photography students to meet renowned photographers 
and discuss topics in question and answer format. 
CSU 
 
Major Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
Assess the various styles, aesthetics and philosophies of photography.  
B. Analyze photographic techniques and their role in photographic imagery.  
C. Examine the various pathways leading to photography  
careers.  
 
Photographic Assignments Obligations 

• Attendance and participation are expected for the entire class period.  If you must 
miss a class session you may make one up by attending an alternate lecture as 
listed below. 

• Incompletes are given only when an extreme emergency occurs, such as the death 
of a family member, or a serious medical emergency. 

• More than two consecutive absences will result in being dropped or withdrawn 
from the course. 

• You are responsible for material that is part of the course lecture – you may do 
additional research about the photographer online to contribute to the final paper. 

• The final paper must be ready on the due date. 
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• No late make up homework unless arranged in advance  
 

P/NP Students 
• If you are taking the class pass/no pass you just need to attend the lectures to pass 

and do not need to do the final assignment. 
 
Written Assignments 
Written assignments such as your final paper will be graded on the basis of content, 
clarity of expression, thoroughness, and writing skills (grammar, spelling). Familiarity 
with and use of the CCSF Writing and ESL labs is expected. The City College of San 
Francisco Writing Lab offers tutoring and other writing resources to City College 
students. 

CCSF WRITING LAB 
415.452.5883 | Rosenberg Library | Second floor, R207 in the LAC 
http://www.ccsf.edu/Services/LAC/writelab 

Lab Access 
The computer labs in Batmale Hall, V-165 and V–145, have open lab hours announced 
early in the semester. To use either lab you must present three pieces of identification: a 
photo ID, a CCSF lab card. You must abide by the rules of the lab to use the lab. It’s 
true, no food or drinks at any time. 
 
Dropping or Withdrawing from This Class 
If you stop attending class, please remember to DROP the class. It is YOUR 
responsibility to DROP or Withdraw. If you simply stop attending, you may receive a 
grade of “F”. You may drop by telephone, online or in person and you do not need my 
permission to drop or withdraw within the CCSF deadlines. 
 
Incompletes 
An Incomplete is given only for a documented major illness or death in the family. All 
incomplete coursework must be completed within one month of the beginning of the next 
attended semester. 
 
Attendance/Participation 
Attendance and timely (meaning ON TIME) arrival to class is More than 2 absences will 
result in a failed participation grade and may result in being withdrawn or dropped from 
the course. Find a classmate who can take notes and collect handouts for you. 
 
DSPS 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have 
emergency medical information, or if you need special arrangements in case the building 
must be evacuated, please inform the Instructor as soon as possible. If you think you may 
have a learning disability or other special needs you may also contact Disabled Students 
Programs and Services (DSPS). The overall mission of DSPS is to provide exemplary 
instruction, support services and access to students with disabilities. DSPS will support 
students with disabilities in educationally related activities consistent with the mission 
and vision of CCSF and in compliance with federal and state laws.  
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Contact Information: DSPS has two main locations: the Ocean Campus office located 
in the Rosenberg Library, and the John Adams Campus office located in the Grove Street 
Annex. 

DSPS Ocean Campus ���50 Phelan Avenue��� Rosenberg Library - R323���San Francisco, 
California 94112���(415) 452-5481 Voice���(415) 452-5451  
TDD ���(415) 452-5565 FAX (except for exams). 

Classroom Etiquette 
Please turn off all pagers and cellular phones during class and put them in your bag on 
the floor. Texting and surfing the web during class is not tolerated. You will receive one 
class break to use the facilities and/or make phone calls outside of class. Other than 
pertinent questions and discussion, conversations should not occur during the lecture 
portion of the class. Please be on time. Arriving late to the class or leaving early will 
negatively impact the student’s participation record. Students are expected to be 
effective, contributing team members when appropriate. 
 
Assignment Protocol 
Each image you turn in should be for this class only (no past work). Label each 
assignment with the following information: your name, class number and section and 
assignment name. Printed assignments will not be accepted unless they are with proper 
labeling and stapled. Emailed assignments are NOT accepted. 
             
 
Course Overview/Schedule  
The course schedule has the general outline for the class and the dates that assignments 
are due. The topics will remain flexible and could change depending on the interests and 
experiences of the class, speaker and presentation opportunities and freak acts of nature. 
Your schedule and all of the pertinent assignments are posted on the schedule. Come 
prepared for class. Check for supplies required for each week so as not to fall behind. 
All assignments are due by their assigned due dates. Late assignments may not be graded.  
 
SCHEDULE 
March 9th, FIRST MEETING and Program 1 
Important orientation, course expectations and opportunity to "add the class" and "head 
count" needed. 
 
3/9/2015 MICHAEL JANG: Michael Jang’s is a unique story. For the last forty years, 
he has earned a living as a portrait photographer, capturing iconic figures such as Jimi 
Hendrix, Ronald Reagan, and Robin Williams, among others. However, this unassuming 
Asian-American photographer has also been simultaneously infiltrating and documenting 
a number of groups and subcultures from all strata of society: from celebrity parties in 
Beverly Hills to the youth of Castro’s Cuba, from South City gangs to Old West rodeos, 
and from the punk rock scene of the late 70s to the teenage garage bands of early 2000s 
San Francisco. His images are allegories of particular points in time, characterized by 
their candid honesty, decisiveness, and vivacity. SFMoMA has recently acquired a 
number of his early prints and has exhibited them alongside contemporaries such as 
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Garry Winogrand, Diane Arbus, and Lee Friedlander. 
 
PROGRAM 2 
3/16/2015 SAM WOLSON: Sam Wolson is a a freelance photographer and multimedia 
producer from Detroit, Michigan currently based out of Oakland, California. I have been 
published in Slate, USA Today, The San Francisco Chronicle, The Wall Street Journal, 
and am a contributing blogger for the Huffington Post. I love magic tricks, photographing 
animals, exploring new places, and grew up on a flower farm. I have won awards and 
scholarships from PND Photo Annual, AP Images, The Eddie Adams Workshop, the 
Look3 festival and recently attended the New York Times Portfolio review. 
 
PROGRAM 3 
3/23/15  ERIC CHENG: Eric Cheng is an award-winning photographer and publisher, 
and is the Director of Aerial Imaging at DJI, the makers of the popular Phantom aerial-
imaging quadcopter. Throughout his career, Cheng has straddled his passion for 
photography, entrepreneurship, technology and communication. He 
publishes Wetpixel.com, the leading underwater-photography community on the web, 
and writes about his aerial-imaging pursuits at skypixel.org  His work as a photographer 
has been featured at the Smithsonian’s Natural History Museum and in many media 
outlets including Wired, Outdoor Photographer, Popular Photography, Washington Post, 
Wall Street Journal, Make, Photography Week, ABC, CBS, CNN and others. His video 
work has been shown on the Discovery Channel, National Geographic Channel, and on 
virtually every news network around the world. 
Caught between technical and creative pursuits, Eric holds bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in computer science from Stanford University, where he also studied classical 
cello performance. He leads regular photography expeditions and workshops around the 
world, and has given seminars and lectures internationally at events including TEDx, the 
Churchill Club, Photoshelter Luminance, CES, SXSW, AsiaD, DEMA, and others. 
 
PROGRAM 4 
4/6/2015  NIGEL POOR: For many years my work has explored the various ways 
people make a mark and leave behind evidence of their existence. I am interested in 
forms of portraiture and explore this vastly mined photographic area through 
unconventional means. I have used fingerprints and hands, objects people have thrown 
out, human hair, dirt, dryer lint and dead insects as indexical markers of human presence 
and experience. I am trying to explore the troubling question of how to document life and 
what is worthy of preservation. In 2011 my interest in investigating the marks people 
leave behind led me to San Quentin State Prison. My lecture will focus on several 
collaborative projects I am currently working on with a group of men at the prison. 
Nigel Poor’s work has been shown at: San Jose Museum of Art, Institute of 
Contemporary Art, San Jose, Friends of Photography, SF Camerawork, San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art, the San Diego Museum of Contemporary Art, Museum of 
Photographic Arts, San Diego, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. and the 
Haines Gallery in San Francisco. Her work is in the collections of the SFMOMA, the 
M.H. deYoung Museum, San Diego Museum of Contemporary Art and Corcoran Gallery 
of Art. She received her BA from Bennington College and her MFA from Massachusetts 
College of Art and is a Professor at CSU Sacramento. 
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PROGRAM 5 
4/13/2015 LISA WISEMAN: Lisa Wiseman’s photography focuses on intimate 
authentic portraiture. It explores transitions, in-between spaces, and liminal moments 
with the image as the crux between the before and after. The intersections and 
deconstructions of collective memories and identity development informs and shapes her 
work. Her images are both quiet and confrontational, often honing in on subtle details 
which, as pieces of the whole, become their own portraits. She explores how a subject’s 
posture, gaze and surrounding visual details engage the viewer to construct and impose 
their imagined reality upon the image. 
Lisa is a commercial advertising and fine art photographer. She received her BA in 
sociology from the University of California Berkeley and her BFA in photography from 
The Academy of Art University. She lives in San Francisco and travels regularly for 
assignments. Some of her clients include AAA, AIGA, Polk Audio, The Chicago 
Tribune, Eleven Inc., GMMB, Ladies’ Home Journal, NYLONGuys, UCB Biopharma, 
Underground Advertising, Wired and Yoga Journal. http://www.lisawiseman.com 
 
PROGRAM 6 
4/20/2015 JESSICA INGRAM: Jessica Ingram (b. 1977 Nashville, TN) is based in 
Oakland, CA. She received degrees in photography and Political Science from NYU and 
her MFA from California College of Arts and Crafts. She is Assistant Professor in 
Graduate Fine Arts and Undergraduate Photography at California College of the 
Arts, Jessica Ingram’s photography and video practice is motivated by her desire 
to understand how people relate, what they long for, and what motivates the choices 
they make. Her recent bodies of work include A Civil Rights Memorial, about histories 
from the Civil Rights era in the American South. Working with photography, audio, and 
text, the work explores little known histories, and interweaves quiet landscape 
photographs of largely un-memorialized sites of atrocities and written accounts of the 
historic events and related court cases, with audio recollections of loss, trauma, and 
transformation. Hilltop High, a multi-year project about young mothers attending an 
alternative high school for pregnant teenagers in San Francisco. Using photography and 
video, this work explores a dramatic moment of transformation in the lives of the young 
women at the school. She is currently working on Love Rich Land, revealing rich yet 
marginal areas in the American South. Within photographic works of portraits in golden 
light and landscapes of dripping moss and abandoned sites of industry, Ingram examines 
ideas of power, disappearance, and continuous reconstruction in the American South. 
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Final Response Paper  (100 points) 
Write a two-page response paper, double spaced, typed on any two speakers of your 
choice. Discuss how each speaker influenced you and compare the two speakers works. 
You may choose to comment on their philosophy, approach work ethic and style. If you 
do further research please use proper citations such as MLA. No late papers accepted. No 
emails accepted.  Place the paper in my box in the photography department V69 or 
deliver by USPS to Erika Gentry, CCSF, 50 Phelan Ave, V69, San Francisco, CA 94112 
by April 13, 2015. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
 
NO.  ASSIGNMENT   DUE DATE  POINTS 
 1 Final Response Paper 4/13/2015 50 
  
    
PARTICIPATION        100 
20 points per class if you show up 
 
TOTAL  POINTS POSSIBLE     150* 
*Total Points may vary from semester to semester 
 
GRADES 
 
Your work will be graded according to grammar, clarity, accuracy and comprehension. 
 
A 135-150 
B 120-134 
C 105-119 
D   90-104 
 
P/NP  Students 
You simply need to come to EVERY lecture to get a “P” – no work on the final paper needed.  
Students taking the class for a grade should submit a final paper. 


